
Jr. Counselor 

Internship 

Summer Volunteer Experience 

Leading Campers  

in  

Discovering Nature 
 

Applications can be picked up at the 

 Douglas-Hart Nature Center,  

or found online at  

http://www.dhnature.org/ 

summer-internships.html  

APPLY TO THE  

JR. COUNSELOR 

INTERNSHIP! 

2204 Dewitt Ave. East, Mattoon, IL 61938 

www.dhnature.org 

Phone: (217) 235-4644 

Email: volunteercoord@consolidated.net 

 

“Douglas-Hart Nature Center” 

 

About  the 

Douglas-Hart Nature Center 

Note to Parents 

The Douglas-Hart Nature Center is owned 
and maintained   by    the     Douglas-Hart  
Foundation, which is a private 501(c)3  
non-profit organization that receives no 
tax support.  
 
The Douglas-Hart Nature Center upholds 
the dream of its founder, Helen  
Douglas-Hart, in providing  locations 
where people can come to experience 
nature.  The Douglas-Hart property is 
kept open  and available for everyone in 
the community to enjoy, at no cost for 
admission.  Douglas-Hart engages the 
community by welcoming visitors on its 
trails, by offering educational programs 
for all ages, and by hosting a variety of 
festivals and events.   
  

The Douglas-Hart motto,   
    “Experience, Understand, Appreciate” 

guides programs to be hands-on,  
exploratory, and memorable.   

 
 
 

No one under the age of 18 can join the  

Jr. Counselor Internship without the  

consent and support of a parent or legal 

guardian. As a JCI, your child may be  

dependent on you for transportation.  

Please discuss scheduling needs and  

constraints ahead of time, and make  

yourself aware of the shifts your son or 

daughter commits to. Volunteering is an  

important and commendable step for 

your teen.  Please contact the volunteer  

coordinator with any questions.   

  

About the Jr.  

Counselor Internship 

Jr. Counselor Interns (JCI’s) assist staff  

educators in leading Douglas-Hart summer 

day camps. They work with campers ages  

4-12. The presence of JCI’s allows each 

camp to accommodate more children for 

fun summer experiences.  

JCI’s receive training to prepare them for 

their roles as camp leaders. Primary duties  

include supervising children for safety,  

assisting the staff educators, and being a 

friend & role model to every child.  

 

 

 



Benefits & Rewards Scheduling 

 

Internship Requirements 

To complete this internship, participants 
must attend two separate trainings and 
accumulate at least 30 hours of service.  
This can be accomplished by participating 
in  as few as two camps, but there is no 
maximum participation and many interns 
involve themselves in additional camps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Camps are a huge part of Doug-
las-Hart Nature Center’s programming.  
The Nature Center hosts more and more 
camps and campers each year, thanks to a 
growing demand.  Whether lunging for 
frogs in the wetlands, chasing butterflies 
in the prairies, or building a forest fort, the 
summer campers (and their leaders) are 
always having fun in the sun!  

With the completion of this internship,  

participants  enjoy:  

 A job listing on their resume 

 A personal letter of recommendation &  

professional reference for your resume 

(by request) 

 Networking  opportunities  

 Experience in the fields of education, recre-

ation, and child-care.   

 

Fun incentives along the way:   

 Special volunteer-only summer events!  

 A Douglas-Hart volunteer T-shirt 

JCI’s must complete two separate train-

ing sessions, which are both offered on  

multiple dates.  Refer to this year’s  

application to see training dates.   

Applicants MUST attend one of the 

‘Workshop A’ training dates to be  

eligible for the program.  

Each JCI’s summer schedule will be  

determined by which camps they sign up 

for. Most camps run Monday-Friday,  

either 9am-Noon or 1pm-5pm.  JCI’s must 

attend every day of the camps they are 

leading.  

Participants select which camps they 

want to help with based on the age 

group, the camp theme, and their own 

availability.  

New interns must take turns signing up 

for camps, to give equal opportunity.  

Returning interns have the advantage of 

advanced sign-up.   

Who is the  Jr. Counselor  

Internship For?  
The Jr. Counselor Internship is a structured 

summer experience tailored to the needs 

of students and professionals building 

their resumes for school or work.  

Volunteers must be at least 13 years old to 

participate, but there is no maximum age! 

Applicants are screened before approval, 

and adults must pass a background check.  

 

 

 

While there are no special skills required 

for this internship, applicants must be  

interested in working with children and 

must exhibit maturity and trustworthiness 

 to be accepted. Those with experience in 

teaching, child care, special needs, and/or 

biology are especially sought.  

The Jr. Counselor Internship is a fun, skill 

building experience that looks great on 

resumes. It’s perfect for:  

 Jr. High & High School Students 

 College pre-teachers  

& biologists 

 Adults who love children!  


