
Conservation 

Crew 

Internship 
Summer Volunteer Experience 

 

Restoring Illinois Habitat 
for   

Wildlife & Community 
 

Applications can be picked up at the 

 Douglas-Hart Nature Center,  

or found online at  

http://www.dhnature.org/ 

summer-internships.html  

APPLY TO THE  

CONSERVATION   

CREW INTERNSHIP! 

2204 Dewitt Ave. East, Mattoon, IL 61938 

www.dhnature.org 

Phone: (217) 235-4644 

Email: volunteercoord@consolidated.net 

 

“Douglas-Hart Nature Center” 

& “Friendship Garden” 

About  the 

Douglas-Hart Foundation 

Who is the  Conservation  

Crew Internship For?  

Internship Requirements 

The Douglas-Hart Foundation upholds the 

dream of its founder, Helen Douglas-Hart, 

in providing  locations where people can 

come to know nature.  Douglas-Hart  

properties are kept open  and available for 

everyone in the community to enjoy, at no 

cost for admission.   

Douglas-Hart Nature Center and  
Friendship Garden are both owned and 
maintained   by    the     Douglas-Hart  
Foundation, which is a private 501(c)3  
non-profit organization receiving no tax 
support.  

About the  

Conservation Crew Internship 

The Conservation Crew is a team of eco-

logically-minded volunteers. They work 

with the Douglas-Hart Land Stewardship 

Director to continue improving the  

Douglas-Hart Nature Center and  

Friendship Garden through a variety of 

projects and management practices.  

Though the Conservation Crew is active 

year-round, the summer months offer a 

structured internship experience tailored to 

the needs of students, hobbyists, and  

professionals building their resumes.   

Volunteers must be at least 13 years old,  

or accompanied by an adult partner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The internship is a learning opportunity and 

a rewarding experience. It might be just the 

fit for YOU!  

To complete this internship, participants 

need to complete a minimum of 20 hours 

with the Conservation Crew during the sum-

mer months. Applicants must be mature, 

responsible, and trustworthy  individuals.  

  



Benefits & Rewards Scheduling 

 

Note to Parents 

 

Crew at  

Douglas-Hart Nature Center 

2204 Dewitt Ave. East, Mattoon, IL 

 

Crew at  

Friendship Garden 
17th St. & Lafayette Ave.,  Mattoon, IL 

The Douglas-Hart Nature Center began as 

bare farm fields in the 1970’s, and is now 

restored to over 70 acres of Illinois  

woodland, prairie, and wetland habitats.  

Through programs and open-access trails, 

Douglas-Hart welcomes visitors to learn 

about and discover the wonders of nature.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crew projects at the  

Douglas-Hart Nature Center include:  

 Transplanting native plant seedlings to 

the woodlands, prairies, and wetlands 

habitats to support wildlife.  

 Removing invasive plant species. 

 Mulching and maintaining the trails. 

 Maintaining demonstration gardens 

 including the bird garden, butterfly  

garden, and bog garden.  

 

 

 

Helen Douglas-Hart started Friendship 

Garden in Mattoon in 1963.  The garden is 

modeled after early English Tea Gardens, 

inspired by her many trips to England.  

Friendship Garden is an urban oasis for 

relaxing and enjoying horticultural beauty. 

The waterfall and seasonally changing 

flowers make a beautiful backdrop. There 

are several benches and picnic tables for 

reading, having lunch, or simply relaxing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crew projects at  

Friendship Garden include:   

 Removing weeds from flower beds. 

 Mulching & maintaining flower beds.  

 Cutting back dead vegetation.  

 Planting annuals and perennials 

throughout the season.  

 

 

 

With the completion of this internship,  

participants  enjoy:  

 A job listing on their resume 

 A personal letter of recommendation  

(by request) 

 A professional reference (by request) 

 Networking  opportunities  

 Experience in the field of conservation. 

Knowledge of management skills and the 

use of a variety of tools.  

 Experience in the field of horticulture. 

Knowledge of gardening & landscaping 

practices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun incentives along the way:   

 Special volunteer-only summer events!  

 8 hours: a Conservation Crew water bottle 

(other prizes available to participants who 

have already earned this prize) 

 20 hours:  Conservation Crew T-shirt 

 40 hours:  Be taken out to lunch by the 

Land Stewardship Director 

 

Scheduling is flexible to fit the complex 

needs of Conservation Crew volunteers. 

You may arrange a re-occurring weekly 

schedule, or can schedule each of your 

shifts independently. You must RSVP for 

each shift you plan to attend, so that staff 

may prepare . 

Participants will be 

able to sign up for 

shifts in person, via 

phone or email, or 

using our online cal-

endar. We will pub-

lish a projects sched-

ule 2 weeks out, to 

help you know what 

to expect each shift.  

 

 

No one under the age of 18 can join the  

Conservation Crew without the consent and 

support of a parent or legal guardian. As a crew  

member, your child may be dependent on you 

for transportation to and from volunteering.  

Please discuss scheduling needs and  

constraints ahead of time, and make yourself 

aware of the shifts your son or daughter  

commits to. Volunteering is an important and 

commendable step for your teen.  Please  

contact the volunteer coordinator with any 

questions.   


